Rehberg hears about logging,

Healthy Forest/ Healthy Community Task Force
seeks money for health-care fund and log supply

U.S. Represeniative Denny
Rehberg (R-Mont.) met ’[‘hursda_\;
Aug. 29, with about 30 Libby comn-
munity leaders 10 talk about possi-
ble funding for a long-term health
care plan for area residents suffer-
ing from asbestos-related diseases.
and about ways (o increase the
availability of logs from the
Kootenai Mational Forest. The
meeting was held at Libby City -
Hall from 4 10 5 p.m.

Represemdll\ es of Stimnson, the
U.S. Forest Service and other for-
est-interest groups talked about the '
so~called “urban interface” — .
those portions of the Kootenai Na-
tional Forest that surround or abut
homes and businesses in Libby and
Fonine — as a potential timber
supply 1o help offset the timber
shortage facing Stitnson’s Libby
mill. Thai operation is thé last
large industrial facility in Libby

The gathering of the Healthy ~ and the town’s Iargest private em-
Forest/ Healthy Commugrity Task  ployer with a workforoe of over 320
Force was facili- . personnel, '
tated by Bruce {1  “The people of Libby have sul-
Vincent of Com- fered greatly from the contamina-
munities for a { tion of the vermiculite mine,” Mr.
Great Northwest. 1 Rehberg said in'a press release be- -
Other feaders who } fore the meeting. “As Montana’s
‘attended included congressman, | intend to do al! 1
Montana Repre- ¢an to help keep Libby on the road
sentative Eileen {10 recovery. A key part of that re-
Camney of House covery is keeping the local econ-
Distrit 82, First - BruceVincent ... ible ™
National Bank President John Jo- Rehberg said, “The members of
hanson, Rick Bass, a noted na- this community have worked hard
tional author and representative of . 1o shape their own future. I'mex-

- the Yaak Valley Forest Council, - cited to meet wilh everyone in-
Lincoln County’s three county volved.”
commissioners, Libby Mayor Tony = The Montanian obtained a draft

Berget, Libby City Council mem-  of a letter from the group that asks

ber George Bauer, Libby Area .~ Mr. Rehberg to help find the
Chamber of Commerce execulive  money 1o pay the costs of “the us-
director Janice Wood, St. Johns  gent need for an interim health
Lutheran Hospital CEO Rick care trust for Libby, Montana, uniil

Palagi, Kootenai Forest Supervisor
Bob Castaneda, Libby public
schools administrator Kirby Maki,
businessmen Bill Crismore, Terry
Andreesen, Tor Wood, and several
employees of Stimson Lumber Co.

such-time as this community has a
satisfactory health care plan and
White Lung Fund legislation is im-
plemented ... A repository and dis-
bursing mechamsm exists already
in the forma of 2 not-for-profit

community corporation. Libby As-
bestos Related Healthcare Projea
lnc

The group is also asking Mr.

Rehberg to pass legislation and

find money to expand logging in
the urban interface areas of Libby
.md Fortine.

“As a result of meeUngs withi

. the Timber Committee component

of the task force, we are asking the

[U.S. congressional] delegation for

the following help Wwith timber re-

lated issues:

8 The Kdotenai National Forest
will plan and implement an ur-
Jban interface fuels reduction pro-

* gram around the communities of

Libby and Fortine to be com-
pleted be the fourth quarter of
2003, Estimated volume for the
project will be-between 5 million
and 10 mitlion board feet. Abowt
1.000 acres of land near the wr-
ban interface are available. The
‘Forest Service will need a
$1.000.000 supplemental appro-
priation to help pay for this proj
ectsince it is in addition to their
normal projects.

8 The Kootenai National Forest
requests authornity to implement
an additional Stewardship Proj-
ect to help carty out the Urban
Imerface Plan,

8 The Kootenai Nanonai Forest
requests support for coordination
with the Urutes States Fish and
Wildlife Service and Montana

" Fish. Wildlife and Parks,

B The Task Force states that there
exists an opportunity for im-
provement in the appeals process
allowing for expediency, trans-

health issues

Montanian photos by Qavid F. Latham

Group focused on forest, health issues

Bill Crismore of: Lihb} with back to camera, talks about Iog-su.lpply
issues with Rep. Denny Rehberg. R-Monl.. at a meeung Aug. 29 in
Libby. See related story on ll'lls page.

A AN

parencv and balance drafied and mailed to Mr: Rehberg
B We are requesting 3100 000 for  on Friday, Aug. 30.
an wrban interface forester em- (Editor 5 note: The portions of
ployed by the county who would 14,z fotter quoted above are from a
WI tk “'1] l.hILhe Forest Service and .01 draft and mav have been
fuel | ners (o mmgale worded differently in the final let-
oads. ter) - -

The letter was 1o have been
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